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^  y/     YELVERTON  GROVE  FREE  ORIGINAL  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
^C^y^  A  plot  of  land  was  deeded  to  the  Cape  Fear  Free  Will  Conference  on  January  23, 


\\^}'  (1899-2010) 

1899  by  Mr.  B.B.  Yelverton  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  J.A.  Yelverton.  The  church  was 


named  Yelverton  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  It  was  a  small  white  framed 
building  built  in  an  oak  grove  north  of  U.  S.  70  Business  Highway  about  three  miles 
east  of  Smithfield,  North  Carolina  in  Johnston  County.  When  it  was  built,  a  dirt 
road  passed  directly  in  front  of  the  church.  Large  oak  trees  lined  the  road  and  to 
enter  into  the  parking  lot,  one  must  park  between  the  trees.  Little  is  known  of  what 
occurred  during  the  first  twenty-nine  years  .  The  first  original  records  began  in 
1928. 

In  the  beginning,  worship  services  were  held  on  Sunday  afternoons.  Later,  the 
services  were  held  on  Saturday  evening  and  on  Sunday  morning.  It  is  not  known 
who  the  pastor  or  pastors  were  during  the  early  years.  A  Rev.  Wallace  was 
thought  to  have  been  a  pastor  between  1899  and  1928.  Sometime  prior  to  1928,  a 
dispute  within  the  church  caused  the  doors  to  be  padlocked  for  a  short  time. 
During  that  period,  some  members  went  to  other  churches  and  some  to  other 
denominations.  When  the  church  reopened,  a  new  church  roll  was  made  and  any 
previous  member  could  have  his  or  her  name  placed  on  the  new  roll,  if  they  so 
desired.  Rev.  W.A  Hales  became  pastor  in  September,  1928  and  remained  until 
March  ,  1929.  After  Rev.  Hales  left,  an  associate  pastor,  W.W.  Cuthrell  filled  in 
until  September,  1929  at  which  time  Rev.  L.J.  Carlyle  was  called  as  pastor.  He 
remained  until  December,  1941. 

During  the  early  years,  the  church  used  Ruling  Elders  to  take  care  of  its  business 
and  to  assist  the  pastor.  The  pastor  had  always  lived  apart  from  the  church.  If  he 
lived  a  distance  from  the  church,  he  usually  came  on  Saturday,  spent  the  night  with 
one  of  the  families  in  the  church,  and  left  after  Sunday  services.  This  practice 
continued  until  the  late  1940's.  After  1950,  the  pastors  continued  eating  Sunday 
dinner  with  one  of  the  church  families.  A  list  was  kept  on  the  bulletin  board  so  that 
anyone  who  would  like  to  host  the  pastor  and  his  family  could  sign  the  sheet.  Only  a 
few  families  signed  up  and  the  pastor  usually  ate  with  the  same  few  families  each 
Sunday.  The  practice  of  feeding  the  pastor  ended  in  1973. 

There  were  two  Charter  deacons  who  served  as  Ruling  Elders  until  their  death,  Mr. 
R.C.  Lane  and  Mr.  Will  Lane.  The  two  men  were  brothers  and  were  very  active  in 
the  church.  Since  the  origin  of  the  Yelverton  Grove  Church,  there  have  been  a  total 
of  14  men  who  were  appointed  to  the  Board  of  Deacons.  It  has  always  been  the 
policy  of  Yelverton  Grove  Church  to  appoint  qualified  men  to  serve  as  Deacons. 
They  served  in  the  position  until  their  death.  Qualified  men  are  recommended  by  a 
church  appointed  committee  and  are  voted  on  by  church  members  during  a  regular 
business  meeting. 

Yelverton  Grove  Church  is  a  member  in  good  standing  with  the  State  Convention  of 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  and  the  Cape  Fear  Free  Will 


Baptist  Conference.  The  church  supports  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Doctrine 
and  abides  by  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles  of  Church  Government  for 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists)_of  the  English  General  Baptist  Heritage).The  church 
supported  the  Union  meetings  and  the  orphanage  at  the  time.  Dues  of  $5.00  were 
sent  with  its  delegates  to  the  meetings. 

Quarterly  treasury  reports  began  in  September ,  1934  and  the  church  roll  was 
revised  with  32  names  on  it.    The  church  was  lit  in  the  early  years  by  oil  lamps,  A 
Ruling  Elder  was  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  lamps.  By  1943,  Rev.  J.H.  Worley 
had  served  as  pastor  for  2  years  ,  the  members  had  increased  to  46,  and  discussion 
was  made  to  build  a  new  and  larger  church.  The  new  church  plans  proceeded  and 
the  top  of  the  new  building  was  completed  by  the  Wednesday  before  Christmas  in 
1943.  A  new  pastor  was  called.  Rev.  Wiley  Ferrell  served  from  March,  1943  to 
February,  1946.    By  1950,  the  building  was  finished  by  paying  as  you  go,  with 
Sunday  School  rooms  at  the  back  of  the  church.  (These  are  the  same  rooms  that  are 
a  part  of  the  church  sanctuary).  The  exterior  was  constructed  of  cement  blocks. 
Electric  lights  and  oil  heaters  were  installed.  The  pulpit  and  choir  loft  were 
surrounded  by  a  railing.  New  pews  were  purchased.  Rev.  Walter  Stanley  was 
called  to  pastor  Yelverton  Grove  Church  and  served  until  June,  1957.  During  his 
tenure,  the  first  Woman's  Auxiliary  was  organized  in  1951.  The  first  woman 
Auxiliary  delegate  representing  the  church  at  the  Union  Meeting  at  Powhatan 
OFWB  Church  in  July,  1951  was  Mrs.  Leona  Stallings.  In  1952,  approval  was  given 
to  a  committee  to  have  the  exterior  cement  blocks  stuccoed.  A  cabinet,  benches, 
and  tables  were  built  for  the  Sunday  School  rooms  and  a  Library  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Romey  Daughtry.  The  first  Bible  School  was  begun  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Mozelle  Stanley  and  her  sister. 

In  1957,  Rev.  W.A.  Martin  was  called  to  pastor  and  served  until  June,  1971.  The 
fifth  Sunday  offerings  began  to  be  set  aside  for  Mount  Olive  College  at  the 
suggestion  of  Rev.  Martin.  Folding  doors  were  installed  to  close  off  the  Sunday 
School  rooms  in  the  back  of  the  church  and  Celotex  was  added  to  the  ceiling  in  the 
sanctuary.  In  1961,  a  dispute  which  caused  a  split  between  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  National  Free  Will  Baptist  Convention  required  the 
church  to  make  a  decision  about  whiech  convention  it  would  support.  Rev.  Martin 
urged  the  church  to  remain  with  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Convention. 
Yelverton  Grove  Church  voted  100%  to  remain  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

Rev.  Martin  was  given  authority  to  obtain  the  deed  to  Yelverton  Grove  Church 
from  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  in  1962.  The  property  had  been  deeded  to  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  by  Mr.  And  Mrs.  B.B.  Yelverton  on  January  23, 1899.  The  deed 
was  being  held  in  the  Pentecostal  Free  Will  Baptist  Conference.  The  deed  was 
obtained  and  is  now  deeded  to  and  kept  by  Yelverton  Grove  Church. 

The  Sunday  School  Annex  was  added  on  the  left  side  of  the  church  in  1962.  The 
annex  gave  capacity  for  five  Sunday  School  rooms  and  a  restroom  each  for  men  and 
women.  The  annex  and  the  sanctuary  exteriors  were  bricked.  Stained  glass 


windows  were  donated  by  various  church  members  in  honor  or  memorial  of  their 
loved  ones. 

The  first  Bibles  given  to  high  school  graduates  were  given  in  1963.  The  first  prayer 
meeting  services  began  on  Thursday  nights  in  1965  and  later  changed  to  Wednesday 
nights.  The  first  bank  account  was  set  up  for  the  church  treasury  in  1967  by  Jack 
Rose.  In  1970,  a  Cemetery  Committee  was  established  to  look  after  the  church 
cemetery  and  a  Flower  Committee  was  set  up.  The  first  Birthday  Party  for 
members  who  reach  their  80th  birthday  honored  Mrs.  Ellen  Lane.  All  church 
members  are  given  a  party  when  they  reach  80  years  old. 

The  doors  of  the  church  were  locked  for  the  first  time  in  1972  due  to  insurance 
requirements.  A  cement  apron  was  poured  in  the  front  of  the  church.  A  road 
around  the  cemetery  was  poured  with  crush  &  run  gravel.    The  first  water  heater 
was  installed  in  the  restrooms.  Rev.  Floyd  Smith  was  called  to  pastor  and  served 
one  year. 

In  1974  Rev.  CM.  Coats  was  called  to  pastor  and  served  for  seven  years.  At  Rev. 
Coats'  suggestion,  Yelverton  Grove  Church  stopped  having  Sunday  night  worship 
services  twice  a  month.    Worship  services  were  to  be  every  Sunday  morning  except 
on  the  fifth  Sundays.  There  was  to  be  no  worship  service  on  Fifth  Sunday  mornings 
and  no  services  on  Sunday  evenings.  In  late  1974  and  early  1975,  a  Fellowship  Hall 
was  begun  and  completed.  Rules  to  govern  the  use  of  the  Fellowship  Hall  were 
written  by  Rev.  Coats  and  approved  by  the  church.  New  tables  and  chairs  were 
purchased  for  the  Fellowship  Hall.  To  encourage  and  assist  students  to  attend 
college,  the  church  began  in  1976  to  give  $100.00  to  any  student  who  entered  Mount 
Olive  College  or  any  college  which  matched  funds.  New  carpet  was  purchased  and 
installed  in  the  sanctuary.  Brass  plates  were  placed  on  the  back  of  the  pews  by 
members  of  the  church. 

In  1981,  Rev.  Luby  Tyner  was  called  to  pastor  and  served  until  1991.  Window  air 
Conditioners  were  installed  in  each  Sunday  School  room  and  a  water  Cooler  was 
placed  in  the  hall.  These  were  projects  of  the  YFA  (Youth  group) 

Central  Air  Conditioning  was  installed  in  the  church  sanctuary  and  in  the  Sunday 
School  Rooms  in  1984.  Ceiling  fans  for  the  sanctuary  were  donated  and  installed  by 
Eugene  Jones  .  Renovation  of  the  Fellowship  Hall  Kitchen  in  1987  was  financed  by 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary.  The  roof  of  the  church  and  the  Sunday  School  rooms  were 
replaced  in  1987.  The  roof  of  the  church,  the  Sunday  School  Annex  and  the 
Fellowship  were  re-shingled  in  1987.  The  church  sign  was  repaired  and  lighted.  A 
central  air  conditioning  system  was  installed  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  In  1991.  Rev. 
Chris  Markuson  was  called  as  pastor  and  served  for  seven  years. 

The  last  of  the  oak  trees  were  taken  down  in  1992.  A  telephone  was  installed  and  a 
sheltered  breezeway  was  built  between  the  Sunday  School  annex  and  the  Fellowship 
Hall.  The  hall  in  the  Sunday  School  room  annex  was  extended  and  a  door  was 
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added  at  the  end  of  the  hall,  opening  into  the  breezeway.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Markuson 
started  the  first  Hanging  of  the  Greens  service.  The  Free  Will  Baptist  paper  was 
purchased  in  bulk  for  the  church  members  who  wanted  them.  A  sound  system  was 
purchased  and  installed  by  Bobby  Holmes  and  Rev.  Markuson.  The  church  tapped 
into  the  Town  of  Smithfield  water  system  in  1993.  The  Sunday  School  Council  was 
begun  by  Rev.  Markuson.  In  1994,  new  pulpit  furniture  was  purchased  by  moneys 
donated  in  memory  of  J.  B.  Gardner. 

On  March  5, 1998  shocking  news  caused  the  church  to  bind  ourselves  together  in 
fellowship  and  love.  Our  pastor,  Rev.  Chris  Markuson  had  passed  away  while  at 
work  at  Northern  Telecom  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  We  were  saddened  by  our  loss.  Chris 
and  his  family  had  been  with  us  for  almost  seven  years.  We  had  grown  to  love  them 
as  one  of  our  family.  It  was  a  great  loss  to  his  family  and  to  us,  his  church  family. 
Rev.  Bill  Littleton  volunteered  to  serve  the  church  as  our  pastor  until  the  Lord  sent 
us  another  one.  After  a  prayful  nine  months,  He  sent  us  Rev.  J.  E.  (Joe)  Ballance  . 
He  began  his  work  with  us  on  January  3, 1999  and  is  still  our  pastor  at  the  time  of 
this  writing. 

In  1999,  Yelverton  Grove  OFWB  Church  celebrated  its  100th  anniversary  . 
Restrooms  adjoining  the  Fellowship  Hall  were  begun  and  completed  in  April,  1999. 
An  ice  maker  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  in  July,  1999.  In 
January,  2000,  the  stained  glass  windows  in  the  church  were  repaired  because  of 
cars  turning  the  parking  lot  had  thrown  rocks  and  cracked  some  of  them.  The 
windows  were  also  covered  with  Lexan  to  prevent  cracking  in  the  future.  In  2000, 
play  ground  equipment  was  purchased  and  installed  for  our  children.  Trash  pick  up 
was  begun  in  2001.  A  Nursery  was  setup  for  the  smaller  children;  a  steeple  was 
donated  and  was  installed  on  the  church;  a  Baptistry  was  built  on  the  front  of  the 
church  with  a  study  for  the  pastor  and  two  changing  rooms.  A  mural  was  painted 
behind  the  Baptistry  .  A  dedication  of  the  completed  Baptistry  took  place  in 
January,  2002.  In  2004,  a  new  lighted  sign  was  purchased  and  installed  in  front  of 
the  church.  Two  new  refrigerators  were  purchased  for  the  Fellowship  Hall.  New 
chairs  were  purchased  for  the  Sunday  School  rooms.  In  2005,  new  chairs  and  storm 
doors  were  installed  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  On  January  14,  2006  our  pastor,  Rev. 
Joe  Ballance  was  in  a  car  accident.  He  was  badly  injured  and  had  head  trama. 
Our  church  and  many  others  rallied  around  him  and  his  wife,  Eva.  By  the  grace  of 
God,  he  was  healed  of  his  injuries  but  was  hospitalized  for  weeks.  He  was  unable  to 
be  with  us  for  almost  6  months.  Rev.  Billy  Nowell  and  his  wife,  Joyce  filled  in  for  us. 
He  was  a  blessing  to  all  of  us  and  we  sincerely  appreciated  his  service.  Joe  was  able 
to  preach  when  he  returned  in  June,  2006.  What  a  day  of  rejoicing  it  was!  God  is  a 
God  of  love  and  healing!! 

On  January  2,  2008,  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  begin  work  on  the 
renovation  of  the  church  sanctuary.  Russell  Creech,  contractor,  was  contacted  and 
he  began  the  renovation.  Plaster  walls  were  stripped  and  replaced  with  drywall. 
The  carpet  was  removed,  the  pulpit/choir  loft  was  extended,  light  fixtures  were 
removed.  Everything  in  the  sanctuary  was  removed  and  made  new.  Crown 


molding  was  placed  around  the  windows,  the  Baptistry  opening,  and  the  ceiling. 
New  carpet  was  installed.  New  pews  and  choir  chairs  were  brought.  Beautiful  light 
fixtures  and  ceiling  fans  were  hung.  All  was  finished  in  the  Lord's  house  within  3 
months.  The  results  were  astonishing.  Our  church  was  dedicated  to  the  Lord  in 
April  upon  the  completion  of  the  project. 

In  2009,  monetary  gifts  were  sent  to  the  "Prayer  House  in  Balchik"  project  and  to 
Blended  Fellowship  Missons  Church.  These  gifts  were  given  as  love  offerings  to 
help  in  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  Gifts  were  also  given  to  two  schools  in  Johnston 
County  to  assist  with  the  "Backpack  Buddies"  project  which  supplies  food  to  needy 
children  on  the  weekends. 

As  we  begin  the  year  of  2010,  Yelverton  Grove  OFWB  Church  has  128  members 
with  approximately  50%  who  are  active.  We  are  a  church  who  believes  in  prayer 
and  we  know  that  God  is  real  today!  Our  desire  is  to  see  people  saved  and  to  be 
ready  to  meet  Jesus  when  He  returns! 

This  history  was  written  by  Claudette  G.  Lane  using  the  original  church  minutes 
beginning  in  1928  until  the  present. 


